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On The Run

Rupert Kwan
)P4

When | came to Vancouver 15 years
ago, | found the salmon run to be the
most interesting natural phenomenon. To
observe it I’ve been to Capilano Creek
in North Vancouver and Weaver Creek
in Mission quite a few times over the
years. When | talked to Dean about this
a few years back, he said every four
years there is a major salmon run on the
Adam River at Scotch Creek. At its peak,
some sections of that river become red
in color and all jammed up with salmon.
It is spectacular indeed, and even though
it takes 5 hours one way to get there,
I’ve been there twice to see the run. In
a way, sometimes | act like a salmon, in
that although I live in one of the most
beautiful cities in the world, 1 still have
the desire to go back to my hometown
for a visit. The only difference maybe
the homeward route is not the same each
time. Each time | go back home, there
are some side trips and this time was
Tokyo, Japan.

Japan is a country with an interesting
history - it started its modernization
process 10 years after China started it
modernization around 1850. In time they
caught up with the western world and put
themselves way ahead of China, so what
made the difference ? | visited the Tokyo
Stock Exchange in downtown Tokyo,
which was founded on May 15, 1878.
This may be one of the reasons that Japan
was the winner of the modernization
race. In order for the stock exchange to
function , banking rules and laws have
to be in place. Once this happened, they
were able to manage the whole country
numerically, and it was not difficult

to find a way to reduce the cost of

transactions and boost the
national productivity.

The main Sony showroom
is located not far away from
the Tokyo Stock Exchange.
The most interesting item
in the showroom is the
paper thin organic LED
(OLED) TV, model ZX1,
9.9 mm thick, 40” diagonal
in size. The colors are no
difference from a movie
theatre screen, but the contrast ratio is
much better, you don’t need to keep
your light off or window curtains shut
in order to watch OLED TV. The next
day | went to the Tokyo National Art
Center, where to my surprise, there
was a collection by Picasso on loan
from Musee National Picasso, Paris
,a total 230 masterpieces. Arts is a by-
product of prosperity and sometimes |
can see ancient Chinese masterpieces
in museums in other countries. After
spending a couple of hours at Picasso
exhibition, | went to a nearby 60-storey
office tower observation deck to get a
bird’s eye view of Tokyo. Watching the
Tokyo Tower (a copy of Eiffel Tower) at
sunset after touring Picasso exhibition,
it reminded me a trip of 18 years ago
en-route from Paris to London. That
time, 1 was nervously applying for my
immigration visa to Canada via Canadian
High Commission Office in London--
what a day to remember.

Tokyo is one of the most populous
cities in the world, and its public
transport could be the most fuel efficient
one. There are railway and subway

6.

systems all over the city, almost every
other block has a train or subway station
in metropolitan Tokyo. You can get a
route map from any station and travel
freely inside metro Tokyo including

its suburbs. In order to support huge
construction cost, they built some huge
underground malls beside train stations.
Inside the malls or on the streets you can
find out some good restaurants just by
looking at how long the queue outside
its door. One restaurant near the hotel
where | was staying, the queue was
the longest, it took at least 30 minutes to
get seated virtually any time of the day.

I went to that restaurant three times in
four days. They serve only BBQ pork
soup noodle, for about $15 CAD a bowl.
The soup was fantastic, it was made by
boiling tons of bone and still no trace of
the bone or of that boney smell. No oil
was added either and the taste was richer
and sweeter than MSG soup. The noodle
was homemade---fresh and chewy. The
pork melted like tofu inside my mouth,
and it had no fat. The restaurant did not
have an English name, it was called “The
Best Home” noodle in Chinese. Indeed
it was the best.

( Continued on page 7)



Rex Barker here with
Moving Beyond Oneself 's

John and Mary had a comfortable
home and two lovely children, a boy
and a girl. John had been asked to go
on a business trip to another city and
would be gone for several days, so Mary
decided to go along, and they hired a
reliable woman to care for the children.
On their way back, as they drove into
their hometown feeling glad to be back,
they noticed smoke, and they went off
their usual route to see what it was. They
found a home in flames. Mary said, "Oh
well it isn't our fire, let's go home."

But John drove closer and exclaimed,
"That home belongs to Fred Jones who
works at the office. He wouldn't be off
work yet, maybe there is something we
could do." "It has nothing to do with us."
protested Mary. "You have your good
clothes on let’s not get any closer."”

But John drove up and stopped and
they were both horror stricken to see the
whole house in flames. A woman on the

lawn was in hysterics screaming, "The
children! Get the children!" John grabbed
her by the shoulder saying, "Get a hold
of yourself and tell us where the children
are!" "In the basement," sobbed the
woman, "down the hall and to the left."

In spite of Mary's protests John
grabbed the water hose and soaked his
clothes, put his wet handkerchief on his
head and bolted for the basement which
was full of smoke and scorching hot. He
found the door and grabbed two children,
holding one under each arm like the
football player he was. As he left he
could hear some more whimpering. He
delivered the two badly frightened and
nearly suffocated children into waiting
arms and filled his lungs with fresh air
and started back asking how many more
children were down there. They told him
two more and Mary grabbed his arm
and screamed, "John! Don't go back!

It's suicide! That house will cave in any
second!"

By: Donald T

But he shook her off and went back
by feeling his way down the smoke
filled hallway and into the room. It
seemed an eternity before he found both
children and started back. They were all
three coughing and he stooped low to
get what available air he could. As he
stumbled up the endless steps the thought
went through his mind that there was
something strangely familiar about the
little bodies clinging to him, and at last
when they came out into the sunlight
and fresh air, he found that he had just
rescued his own children.

The baby-sitter had left them at this
home while she did some shopping.

This is Rex Barker reminding you that
all selfless acts are rewarded. It is just
sometimes we see the reward, and other
times it is hidden.

(From page 6 On the Run)

During our stay in Hong Kong we
had a lot of family visits, and at the very
end of my trip, one thing caught my
eye. larrived at Hong Kong Airport
a bit earlier, not far away from the
Cathay Pacific Marco Polo check-in
counter, there were tons of boxes lined
up for a passenger flight from HK to
Kenya, | watched about ten Africans
park a hundred trolleys in line before
the counters for boarding, one trolley
contained three 20kg boxes, | asked one

of the Africans how much they paid for
the overload luggage, and the answer
was 10 USD per kg, plus they had to pay
the airline head office in advance. Alas,
why don’t they use container cargo ship
? This question was on my mind for
the following four weeks. Then | saw
on the news about one Chinese cargo
ship fought off some Somalian pirates
by cutting off the ladder to the ship
bridge and welding the door. Kenya is
the neighbour country of Somalia. The
sailors used only beer bottles filled with
paint thinner and rags to counter attack

the pirates AK47 machine guns. It took
4 hours for the pirates to back down, and
in the end, the pirates demanded some
running shoes before leaving, because
there was tons of broken glass on the
ship deck ! Those Hong Kong Airport
Kenyans must have a good business in
Kenya, 10 USD per kg just for the air
freight is nothing when you can turnover
your goods at no time. That was way
better than the scene witnessed by Marco
Polo a thousand years ago.



Shy Guy...
Dan King

A very shy guy goes into a bar and
sees a beautiful woman sitting at the bar.
After an hour of gathering up his courage
he finally goes over to her and asks,
tentatively, "Um, would you mind if
chatted with you for a while?"

She responds by yelling, at the top of
her lungs, "No, [ won't sleep with you
tonight!" Everyone in the bar turn and
stares at them.

Naturally, the guy is hopelessly and
completely embarrassed and he slinks
back to his table.

After a few minutes, the woman walks
over to him and apologizes. She smiles at
him and says, "I'm sorry if [ embarrassed
you. You see, I'm a graduate student in
psychology and I'm studying how people
respond to embarrassing situations."

To which, he responds at the top of his
lungs, "What do you mean, $200?"

A Godly Geek Out...

Jesus and Satan were having an on-
going argument about who was better on
the computer. They had been going at it
for days, and frankly God was tired of
hearing all the bickering.

Finally fed up, God said, "THAT'S IT!
I have had enough. | am going to set up a
test that will run for two hours, and from
those results, 1 will judge who does the
better job."

So Satan and Jesus sat down at the
keyboards and typed away.

They moused. They faxed. They
e-mailed. They downloaded. They did
spreadsheets! They wrote reports.

They created labels and cards. They
created charts and graphs. They did every
job known to man.

Jesus worked with heavenly efficiency
and Satan was faster than hell.

Then, ten minutes before their time
was up, lightning suddenly flashed across
the sky, thunder rolled, rain poured, and,

Cathy Ruddie

of course, the power
went off..

Satan stared at his
blank screen and screamed every curse
word known in the underworld.

Jesus just sighed.

Finally the electricity came back
on, and each of them restarted their
computers. Satan started searching
frantically, screaming: "It's gone! It's
all GONE! "I lost everything when the
power went out!"

Meanwhile, Jesus quietly started
printing out all of his files from the past
two hours of work..

Satan observed this and became irate.

"Wait!" he screamed. "That's not fair!
He cheated! How come he has all his
work and I don't have any?"

God just shrugged and said, “JESUS
SAVES...”

A man and a woman

A man is dining in a fancy restaurant
and there is a gorgeous redhead sitting at
the next table. He has been checking her
out since he sat down, but lacks the nerve
to talk with her.

Suddenly she sneezes, and her glass
eye comes flying out of its socket toward
the man. He reflexively reaches out,
grabs it out of the air, and hands it back.

'Oh my, | am so sorry," the woman
says as she pops her eye back in place.

'Let me buy your dinner to make it up
to you,' she says.

They enjoy a wonderful dinner
together, and afterwards they go to the

Submitted by: Amy Wong

theatre followed by drinks. They talk,
they laugh, she shares her deepest dreams
and he shares his. She listens.

After paying for everything, she asks
him if he would like to come to her place
for a nightcap and stay for breakfast.
They had a wonderful, wonderful time.

The next morning, she cooks a
gourmet meal with all the trimmings.
The guy is amazed. Everything had been
So incredible! "You know,' he said, 'you
are the perfect woman. Are you this nice
to every guy you meet?'

'‘No," she replies. "You just happened to
catch my eye.'

8.

Legal
Semantics...

Ontaria Koo

A lawyer runs a stop sign and gets
pulled over by a sheriff's deputy. He
thinks that he is smarter than the deputy
because he is sure that he has a better
education.

He decides to prove this to himself
and have some fun at the deputy's
expense...deputy says, "License and
registration, please."

Lawyer says, "What for?"

Deputy says, "You didn't come to a
complete stop at the stop sign ..."

Lawyer says, "I slowed down, and no
one was coming."

Deputy says, "You still didn't come to
a complete stop. License and registration,
please."

( Continued on page 10)
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Just for a laugh. Don't mean to be racist.

A SINGH who drinks hard liquor at party?

Yum Singh (8X%5)

A SINGH who likes to slap people?
Dow Bah Singh (A= 1§ )

A SINGH who faints?
Moon Tin Singh (i )

A SINGH who is hairy?
Singh Singh (PFPRD)

A SINGH who's in the show biz?
Ming Singh (F#E )

A SINGH who swears?
Diu La Singh (| {f ﬁL“;f i
iR

A SINGH who is lost?
Missingh(Missing)

A SINGH who's stupid
Mong-Singh-Singh (12725 7% )

A SINGH with two turbans?
AMAZINGH !(Amazing)

ESEETIT))

A SINGH who is swimming in an iced
pool?
Freeze Singh(Freezing)

What do you call a Singh who goes to
Hawaii for holiday?
Relax Singh(Relaxing)

What do you call a Singh who is a
three-star general?

Sam Lap Singh (= ¥ E )

What do you call a Singh who is flying
around on a broom?

Sow pah Singh (}ﬁ#'ﬁj )

(From page 8 Legal Semantics...)

Lawyer says, "What's the difference?"

Deputy says, "The difference is, you
have to come to a complete stop, that's
the law. License and registration, please!"

Lawyer says, "If you can show me
the legal difference between slow down
and stop, I'll give you my license and
registration and you give me the ticket, if
not you let me go and no ticket."

Deputy says, "Exit your vehicle, sir."
At this point, the deputy takes off his
gloves and starts slapping the lawyer and
says, "Do you want me to stop or just

slow down?"
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